            Dunn/Hamilton Relationship [N. Tyrone Dunn Families]

Historical background

   Dunn families first appeared in N. Tyrone in the 1660’s. Robert and John Dunn

are recorded in several records on land leased from the Bishop of Derry at a place called Leitrim. In 1665 a James Dyne is shown on Hearth Roll Tax returns as farming land at Cavancreagh an area relatively close to Leitrim.

  The local parish Church, [Donagheady] has surviving records as follows:-

         Baptisms    1697-1723, 1753-1765, 1818-1819.

         Marriages   1697-1726, 1754-1764, 1826-1844

         Burials        1698-1726, 1754-1756, 1829-1919

These church records show a number of Dunn family marriages and baptisms  from 1698 onwards. Most of the families leased land close to Leitrim with the largest holding apparently at Glenagoorland. There is good evidence to suggest that these families were the children and grandchildren of John and Robert. Glenagoorland farm has remained in the Dunn family up to the present time [now owned by James Dunn and his son Derek].

  In 1699 James Dunn of Cullion married Joan Lowry also of Cullion. Cullion is an area of farmland some ten to twelve miles from Leitrim and Glenagoorland. While this James Dunn was probably a close relative of the Glenagoorland Dunns there are no Church records to confirm this.

DNA

 James Dunn, the current owner of Glenagoorland has had a 37 marker DNA test performed. Somewhat unexpectedly his DNA results were found to be a 36 of 37 match for a Victor Dunn who was discovered through a Dunn web site. Victor turned out to be a professional genealogist living in Virginia. Victor could trace his family back to the mid 1700’s. It is probable that the common ancestor of Victor and James  came from Glenagoorland and the most likely person [a John Dunn who married a Margaret McFarland in 1698] has been identified.

 In an attempt to confirm the relationship of the original James Dunn of Cullion to the Glenagoorland Dunns it was decided to test the DNA of a known descendent of James. Herbert Dunn has a definite family lineage extending back to James of Cullion. Herbert is a very enthusiastic member of the Dunn family and agreed to have the test.

DNA Results

 To the great surprise of everybody Herbert’s DNA results were totally different from those of James Dunn of Glenagoorland . Using Y-search a match for Herbert’s results was found with two Hamilton results and a near match with several others of the same name. There was no similarity with any of the Dunn DNA results reported on the web.

Existing clerical records

 Church records

     James Dunn and Joan Lowry of Cullion had eight children the eldest of whom [James] died in infancy. Their four surviving sons were

           Robert baptised 8 Apr.1702

           James baptised 21 Aug 1704 [named after the James who died].

            Stephen baptised 3 Jan 1707

            William baptised 16 Feb 1717

 There were also three daughters

            Sarah baptised 25 Mar 1701

            Janet baptised 9 Mar 1707

            Elizabeth baptized 10 Mar 1713

All four sons must have married although records for only two of them survive [see gaps in Church records]. The family farm was leased from the Duke of Abercorn and at least three of the sons definitely stayed on this land after they married. The estate records show that by 1787 the farm comprised 112 acres.    

 Church records show the families of James and Stephen.

            James married Hannah and had 

                       Stephen baptised 13 Dec 1754

                       Hannah baptised 5 Mar 1759

                       William baptised 18 Sep 1763

            Stephen married Janot and had

                       Stephen baptised 30 Sep 1753

                       James baptised 25 Oct 1755

                       Hannah baptised22 Apr 1762

     James and Stephen could well have had more children who are now unknown due to the gaps in the Church records.

  In 1761 [23 Jan] Andrew Dunn married Jane Hamilton of Gortreagh [probably Gortavea]. There are no records to show whose son this Andrew was and he could have been either Robert’s or William’s offspring.

Abercorn Estate records

  In 1730 the Duke of Abercorn received a letter of complaint from James and Robert Dunn of Cullion. The Dunns had a dispute with the rector of Donagheady concerning Tithes. The rector and 60 of his supporters came to the Dunn farm and rode over the crops deliberately destroying them.

 In 1745 the Duke had a muster of all able-bodied men because of the danger to the Country caused by the arrival in Scotland of Charles Stuart [Bonnie Prince Charlie].

This muster records the Dunns [James and sons, and Robert] as possessing a total of nine muskets between them.

  In 1787 the Abercorn estate gave new leases to their tenants. Part of this change was to divide large farms held by several families in common into smaller units.

 The Dunn family farm was supporting some [and possibly all of the families of the sons of the original James and Jean Dunn. There were three new leases only [in the names of William Dunn, Jane Dunn, and Hamilton Dunn.] William appears to have been the son of James Dunn [the second] as a small note in the margin of the rent book opposite his name says formerly James. Jane must have been the widow of Andrew as there is no other Jane recorded in Cullion at this time. The intriguing person is Hamilton Dunn.

There are no records to suggest to which family he belonged. He appears to have died in 1809 and his farm was let to James Brown and James Gilmore [i.e. outside the Dunn family]. 

 There is another Hamilton Dunn who lived a little later in Drain, an area some ten miles from Cullion and nearer Glenagoorland.  This Hamilton Dunn married Rebecca [second name unknown] on 28 Feb 1828 and they had four children. This Hamilton Dunn died on 26 May 1874 when his age was given as 93 years.

Additional information

  Donagheady is a large parish and was even larger in the 1600’s and 1700’s. The Church records were reviewed for all records of Hamiltons and over one hundred were found. Six baptisms of illegitimate children were included. It is notable that in four of these the child took the surname of the mother prior to marriage. For example Annie Hamilton is recorded as the natural daughter of William and Ellen McAnall [nee Hamilton]. There was even a Hamilton Hamilton  the natural son of  Matilda [nee Hamilton] and Robert McCourt. 

 The use of a family name as a Christian name is unusual but does occur. However the Dunn families were very conservative in the use of Christian names and almost always used fathers or grandfathers names such as James, John, and Andrew. In this entire group of families running into some hundreds of members there is only one example of a family name used as a Christian name and this is Hamilton Dunn.

There is even one example of Hamilton as a middle Name – a Samuel Hamilton Dunn baptised 27 Apr 1838 who became a shopkeeper in Dunnamanagh [the local town].

 The comparison of the DNA findings shows that the two Hamiltons with an exact match for Herbert’s DNA both live in America and can trace their roots back to circa 1795. There are seven Hamiltons who have DNA with only one point of difference from Herbert [36 of 37 match]. All of these also live in America with the exception of one. This one lives in Scotland and is described as a close relative of the Duke of Abercorn.

 Family Tree DNA gives the following advice :-

 Estimate of the probability of a common ancestor in terms in terms of the number of generation ago he lived.

Matching markers     50% probability    90% probability    95% probability

   37 of 37                          2                              5                              7

   36 of 37                          4                              8                              10

  Herbert is three generations from Andrew Dunn of Mossfield [good records confirm this]. Andrew of Mossfield was either the son of Hamilton Dunn or another Andrew Dunn of Cullion [this Andrew was the son of the Andrew Dunn who married Jane Hamilton in 1761 –see above]. Herbert is therefore four generations from Hamilton Dunn and five from Hamilton’s father.

  Andrew of Mossfield had a son also called Andrew –son William –son Herbert. 

Comment

  Somewhere along Herbert’s paternal line a Hamilton has replaced a Dunn. This could be evidence of a previously unknown adultery at any point. However, in addition to the DNA change, the name Hamilton appears suddenly and prominently in the late 1700’s. The appearance of Hamilton Dunn therefore, provides a much more likely explanation. We are seeking a Dunn mother and a Hamilton father. Given the method of naming illegitimate children with their maternal surname it appears probable that Hamilton Dunn was the son of a Miss Dunn [living at Cullion] and a Hamilton father born out of wedlock.

Hamilton Dunn would therefore be the father of Andrew Dunn of Mossfield and probably also Hamilton Dunn of Drain.

 The fact that Hamilton Dunn stayed in Cullion suggests that his mother never married.

Who was Hamilton Dunn

  The known facts about Hamilton Dunn are decidedly sparse. He lived in Cullion and leased a farm from 1787 to 1809. He was a successful farmer as shown by his name appearing on a list of those receiving subsidies for planting a large enough area of flax.

  His date of birth is unknown. However if, as seems likely, Hamilton Dunn of Drain was his son we can make a guess. Hamilton Dunn of Drain died in 1874 with a recorded age of 93 years. This would mean that he was born in 1781 [assuming that he had not exaggerated his age]. Ulster farmers tended to marry late so it is not unreasonable to assume that Hamilton Dunn senior was in his thirties [say thirty-five] when Hamilton junior was born. This would suggest a birth date of circa 1746.

   These ages are important as Andrew Dunn married Jane Hamilton in 1761. This marriage raises the possibility that Hamilton Dunn was their son and the Christian name was in honour of his mother. On balance this appears unlikely for two reasons. Firstly there were two Hamilton Dunns and there would have to have been a very strong reason why two generations of Dunns should use this Christian name [reasons such as an heiress bringing money into the family]. There appears to be nothing in the records of Jane Hamilton or her family to provide this justification. The second reason depends upon the ages outlined above. Even assuming that Hamilton Dunn junior was a few years out in his age he would still have to be born while Hamilton senior was in his twenties. Given the ages of the other male Dunns of this period when marrying this is unlikely [but not impossible]. 

Even without the difficulties created by the DNA findings the lineage of Hamilton Dunn is a problem. When the DNA findings are included the most likely conclusion is that a Dunn girl became pregnant to a Hamilton man out of wedlock. The girl never married and brought up her son on the family farm in Cullion. Due to gaps in the records we do not have all the names of the daughters of the Dunn families at this time so we cannot even guess the name of Hamilton’s mother.

 It is interesting to speculate upon the name of Hamilton’s father. The DNA gives us an interesting possibility. The two exact matches and six of the close matches for Herbert’s DNA are in America. The remaining close match [36 of 37] is an individual living in Scotland and described as a close relative of the Duke of Abercorn. This person shares a common ancestor with Herbert. One reasonable scenario is that a relative of the Duke of Abercorn living in the 1700’s got Miss Dunn pregnant [and possibly others]. To save any embarrassment this individual was then encouraged to immigrate to America.

This conclusion is, of course, pure speculation.

